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• Coordination--OEP –CTDEEP NDDB……CTDEEP 
Wildlife.

• Over 500 Reviews on CTDOT projects since 2010 
(State and Municipal projects).

• Changes that have helped streamline this process:
• review/expiration date on reviewed projects from 6 months to 1 year to 

the current 2 year window.

• CTDOT OEP access to the protected NDDB to prescreen projects and 
submit within the necessary time frame to stop double reviews on projects 
that linger in Design.

• Implement the CTDOT approved protection protocols for a quicker review 
process.



CTDOT OEP has worked with CTDEEP NDDB and the 
Wildlife Division over the past 10 years to develop and 
implement protection protocols for  20 commonly 
encountered listed species. 

Some species include: 
Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) T

Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus) T

All Listed Bat Species E / SC

Timber Rattlesnake (Crotalus horridus) E

Eastern Hog-nosed Snake (Heterodon platirhinos) SC

Northern Diamondback Terrapin (Malaclemys terrapin) SC

Spotted Turtle (Clemmys guttata) SC

Eastern Box Turtle (Terrapene carolina carolina) SC

Northern Leopard Frog (Lithobates pipiens) SC



SECTION 1.10 - ENVIRONMENTAL COMPLIANCE 

 

In Article 1.10.03-Water Pollution Control: 

REQUIRED BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES 

 

Add the following after Required Best Management Practice Number 13: 

 

  14.   The Contractor is hereby notified that the State listed species of Special Concern Northern 

diamondback terrapin (Malaclemys t. terrapin), is present within the Project limits. 

Northern diamondback terrapins are the only species of turtle in North America that spends 

its life in brackish water (water that is less salty than sea water).  They are most abundant in 

tidal estuaries and will also be found in salt marshes and tidal creeks.  Northern 

diamondback terrapins nest on the sandy borders of these habitats from June to July. 

Northern diamondback terrapins hibernate during the winter submerged in the mud of tidal 

creeks.  They enter hibernation as early as November and emerge as early as April through 

the end of May depending on water temperature. 

 

  All construction activities taking place within the Project limits will need to be 

coordinated with the Office of Environmental Planning (OEP) through the Engineer.  At 

least 10 days prior to the commencement of any physical construction activities, the 

Contractor shall, through the Engineer, arrange for a CTDOT OEP Environmental 

Inspector, or their authorized delegate, to meet and discuss proper protocol for maintaining 

environmental commitments made for the protection of this species and habitat.  OEP will 

provide oversight through the Engineer to ensure that the following protocols are followed 

and maintained during the course of the Project. 

 

  During the terrapin’s dormant period (November 1 to May 31): 

• Once the areas within the Project limits have been inspected and cleared of any nest 

sites, construction activities will be allowed in upland areas. 

• Work is not allowed in wetland/watercourse and sandy border areas unless these 
areas were in active construction prior to November 1, and additionally, do not 

contain any areas of terrapin habitat. 

 

  For any work done during the terrapin’s active period, which includes the nesting and 

hatching period, (April 1 to October 31), the CTDOT will require the following 

precautionary measures to protect the terrapin and terrapin habitat: 

 

a. All construction personnel working within Northern diamondback terrapin habitat 

must be apprised of the species description and the possible presence of this listed 

species.  

 

b. Exclusionary practices will be required in order to prevent any Northern diamondback

terrapin access to construction areas.  These measures will need to be installed at the 

limits of disturbance as shown on the plans. 

 

Brief description of the 
species and its habitat-

Direction to the Contractor 
that OEP must be brought 
in to discuss commitments 
made –prior to any work

Detailed protection 
measures with TOY 

CAWS 2018 Annual Meeting



• The Section 1.10 Specifications are Standard Specifications 

included in the Departments FORM 817 “Standard Specifications 
for Roads, Bridges and Incidental Construction.”

• All specs are reviewed per project and included into the 
projects contract.

• These specs are then reviewed at each 

individual projects Pre-Construction 

meeting held with the Contractor and 

the CTDOT.





OEP is actively involved in the protection, relocation, monitoring, survey, and 
reporting of 4 State Endangered plants and 1 State Threatened Plant. 



• Project to relocate Route 113 for installation of an EMAS system 
to comply with FAA safety standards.

• Numerous state listed species were surveyed for and some 
where impacted.

• State Endangered Coastal Violet (Viola brittoniana) --OEP 
replanted 200 plants grown by the New England Wildflower 
Society from seed collected by OEP in 2016 back at the 
Sikorsky Airport to complete the modified Incidental Take 
Report project commitments issued in 2016. 



• State Threatened Davis’ Sedge (Carex davisii)- OEP staff 
relocated over 500 individual plants as well as an additional 
300 State Special Concern Virginia Waterleaf (Hydrophyllum

virginianum)for an upcoming project in Avon. This was a 
condition of an Incidental Take Permit issued in 2016.



• 16 known peregrine nesting sites on state owned structures -
currently 9 sites are active 

• 3 nesting boxes currently in place/  2 currently active

• 3 current Dept. projects include nesting boxes to be installed 



• 2016 unknown active nest found with 4 chicks 
• Chicks were removed and brought to a rehabilitator
• CTDOT has a large rehab for this structure in Design 





• Released onsite later that summer











o One chick was successfully 

fledged form the temporary 

structure

o After fledging the temporary 

box was removed –it will be 

reinstalled prior to the 2019 

nesting season

o After construction is completed 

a permanent box will be 

installed to provide this pair a 

safe nesting area in the future



Any Questions?


